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OUR WORK. 


De\r Editor— Will you allow me to thank my nieces and their 
mothers for the many kind and loving letters received from them during 
this month. 'They have increased and softened the pain of paiting with 
them. It is quite impossible to answer them without the aid of a secretary, 
and I have a strong opinion that aunts must write theii own letters to their 
relations, and not depute an outsider to do it. I should like to recommend 
my artists to subscribe to The Children s Quarterly, issued by the 
Reading Branch. There is an excellent Art Club connected with it, and 
many would be inspired to continue their drawings if they would join it. 
It only costs 2S. 3d. for the year, post free, and can be obtained from Mrs. 
Stanley Hayward Hazelwood, Reading, or from the P.N.E U. Office 
26, Victoria Street, London, S.W. The paper on the painting of mistletoe 
in the last number is most helpful and suggestive. Miss Hart Davis is the 
hon. sec. of this branch. 

Wishing you all a very Happy New Year. 

Believe me, your ever loving 

Aunt Mai. 


My Dear Children —S ince writing my first letter of thanks for letters 
and loving messages, I have received such a lovely gold chain bracelet 
rom you, that my heart is full, and I must again thank you, one and all 
or your kind thought. I shall always wear it. and shall often think of you 
and love to be at work among you again. I trust that von will -,l ^ ’ 

remember that I shall continue through life to be your loving Wa>S 

Aunt Mai. 


“AUNT MAI’S BUDGET” AND ART CLUB 


,T" Vear ' h , avi " g ,ost u,e “- Edit ° r 

Review . It would be hard to p • ^ Slnce 1 le foundation of the Parents' 
children ; so Mai ” *>as done for the 

them to find elsewhere. We can onlv ° V ‘ n ^ a ^ nend 11 W >H not be easy for 
sorry for their loss, a loss which we f !° * 1Cm tbat We are very ’ ver >' 

feels the sadness of this separat' ' fulI y share. ‘‘Aunt Mai,” we know, 

the other day that “ life already loo^cold 13 ” 77 ° f US ' She Wr ° te °" ly 
break with the children. 7 C ° Ider and S^ycr ” because of this 


have received 1 * from 'your "beloved* 1 ” A SS t think ° f the benefits 

believe, have been started on artisf ^ Ma '' S ° me bo y s and g irls , 

and all the members have perhaps ^ b ^ means of the Art Ci 

of art-some canons of taslte 3 „ f SOme true ideas the sub 

that will remain by them for life and m7k 7^ Ch ° ice ' These are thi 
hen let us consider “ Aunt Mai’s” W ° rld the richer - 

ns moment 213 studies to criticisp ^ ° f the question. She has 
Can we wonder that the work has berl 7 C ° n,ents of the last portfc 

fuin'f Sen ° US undert aking comine mo st 1°° mUCh f ° r her ’ when we th 
full life, spent in serving various^ ' by m ° nth into an a 'ready ov 

uses and many persons ? We th 




BOOKS. 


breakdown in health. We believp tw . y Save her from a serious 

ma y find i, p„ s!lblc t0 .akVup^ ohillr A f ^ e ^ Mts ' a-E 
more. In the meantime, she has I I.,. ... Ar L Club ‘ at any rate, once 

clfildmn, the members of the P.N.E.U. lid ,he STtZZ 

element of happiness 77 tht^bTs-for 777n7o’ ‘I™ 11811 there i$ an 

Blogg on her approaching marriage with Mr ~"£ rat,date Mlss Frances 
must regret the loss of a Secretaire inrtp/! < S, be . rt Chestert °n-yet we 
Parents’ National Educational Uninn atl S able in her labours for the 


space in which to express my thanks To the membm of Z P 
their kind gift. What the sum is to purchase I have not yet decided,' bul 
certainly something that shall last a life-time, and that shall be a constant 
“fn of the ha PP>ness I have found in five years of work for the 
i -N E.U. My belief and interest in the Union does not cease with my 
resignation of the Secretaryship, and I hope I may always be able to help 
in one way or another. With very many thanks to all for their kind 
thought, and for all their good wishes. 

I am, yours affectionately, 

Frances Blogg. 


The A?inual Conference will be held on May 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, 1901. 
Any suggestions as to speakers and subjects for discussion, must be sent 
addressed to the Secretary, P.N.E.U. Office, before Jan. 31st. Further 
particulars as to arrangements will be notified in due course. 

House of Education . — Next term begins Tuesday, January 15th. 

Parents' Review School . — Members are asked to kindly remember that 
a term’s notice is necessary before withdrawal from the school, otherwise 
the fees for the following year will fall due. Next term begins January 15th, 
but the date is not compulsory, as it is found impossible to fix a date which 
will suit all the members. 


BOOKS. 

The Secret of the Presence and other Sermons, by H. C. G. Moule, 
D. D. (Seeley & Co., 3/6). Those who know anything of the devoutness, 
wisdom, and profound Christian understanding of Mr. Moule’s teaching 
will welcome this volume of sermons for their devotional reading. Self- 
Surrender , A elf -Consecration, The Individual and God, The Master 
and His Servants, Heart Purity, The Old Gospel and the New Age, 
are among the subjects treated of. In the sermon on Two Cam ri ge 
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* octino- nassatre : “And Ridley, alike in his 

Saints we have ^'Lu^of outward ruin, lived the hidden life with God, 
prosperity and in Ins hours o Word . ln h is farewell he lifts the 

Z 7 fZYhose sec's fora moment, when he bids adieu to his well-loved 
Pembroke- ‘In thy orchard (the walls, butts and trees if they could 

speak, would bear me witness) I learned without book almost all Paul’s 
epistles; yea and I ween all the canonical epistles save only the 
Apocalypse, of which study, though in time a great part did depart from 
me, yet thesweet smell thereof I trust I shall carry with me into heaven.’ 
Ridley’s Walk is still shown in the grounds of Pembroke.” 

The Book of King Arthur and His Noble Knights : Stories from 
Sir Tho?nas Malory 9 s Morte D' Arthur, by Mary Macleod, with an 
introduction by John W. Hales (Wells, Gardner, Darton, 6/-). The 
Reviewer knows a family of children who have been brought up on the 
Morte D Arthur. They could pass a searching examination on every 
incident narrated by the old chronicler, on the i{ Who said these words, 
and upon what occasion ? give an account of the speaker,” principle. 
Perhaps Malory has entered into their blood and made them, shall we 
say, knightly-minded children. Miss Macleod has made a selection 
(and “ simplification ”) which presents a very good view of the whole, and 
should introduce young people at first hand to Arthur, Lancelot, Tristram, 
Galahad, and the rest. A handsome page, clear type, telling and some- 
times beautiful illustrations, notably that on page 295, w r orthily set out 
Sir Ihomas Malory’s most worthy performance. We cannot conclude 
better than with a few words from Mr. Hales’ introduction : “ There is no 
more delightful book of its kind in the English language than Malory’s 
Morte D Arthur , and there are few that, in certain periods at least, have 
ia more numerous or more illustrious readers. It w^as written at a time 
en our language was greatly unsettled, and it undoubtedly exercised 
.m uence ln settling it. It furnished an excellent specimen and a 
rhiv^ 1CU ° US sta .n^ ar ^ °f English prose. At an epoch when the age of 
It r.,r;V U1 " yPaSSi ^ k cau ?^ t ar| d preserved its fading colours. 
readahlfwV 6 -° cum brous and endless romances to convenient and 
its own a cr!^ en ,^ 01 ^ S, P rov ^ ec * a charming summary of them, both for 

;» a s it :- Wi,h a voi “ me ° f such 

And it is hnnA^ , . begin an acquaintance as soon as may be. 
may be of service iif ’ *t 'a Se - leCt ' 0n and sirn P 1 'bcation of Malory’s stories 
ofm^S t r tr ° UC ^ y0UngStudentS t0 one of the masterpieces 
directly.” « Herpin ’ ^ 'u excitin £ ln them a desire to know it fully and 
friendliness, hardiness" 1 W u° ble chivalr y> courtesy, humanity, 

sin. Do after the o-ood a h’i nendsh, P’ cowardice, murder, hate, virtue, 
fame and renown.”— (William Z eVl1 ’ and il sha11 bring you t0 g °° d 

The Social Teaching nf tu* r U ' 

Stubbs, D.D., Dean of Film Prayer, by Charles William 

writes from the standpoint oflhe Dart0n ’ ^ StUbbS 

descent from Frederick n Christian Socialist, and claims spiritual 
letter to Dr. Huntingdon f T, 800 ^ aur *ce. He says in his dedicatoiy 
in the Cambridge class™, ° '("'York, '^he lessons which I had learnt 

Westcott and Hort will ai™ 5 ° ^ Iaunce and Kingsley, of Lightfoot and 

Ways remain one of the great privileges of my 
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and social duty, and are a just expression oft Pr ° SreSS ' ^ juStice ’ 
them creasing power of the present-day Church “? 0 T g PU ' P ° Se and 
Order ,s based on the Fatherly will of Cod ' S ° cial 

way that God makes things come to nass ' ' ' .u Evolutlon is the 

pray the Lord’s Prayer aritrht Tn K..r ’ ‘ t llS ls to he able to 

of Christ is the ground of a true' ontim' T- . the P resent Kinghood 

that in the ,dea of to Fo ‘ d *' f Sodal P„ mss . . . 

1 ; • • , thls ls t0 be able to pray the Lord’s Prayer aritrht To 

office W ° f t u S0Cial DU K ty ’ thG laW ° f Christ ’ s Kingdom, if the law 

service this is to be able to pray the Lord’s Prayer aright. 

know that Heredity and Environment are facts of human exist- 
ence . . . and yet that the most potent of all influences upon human 

character is change of spiritual environment . . . this is to be able to 

pray the Lord s Prayer aright.” These are the main points in which the 
author sums up the meaning of the Lord’s Prayer for the Christian 
Socialist. 

Stray Thoughts on Character , by Lucy H. M. Soulsby (Longmans, 

2 6 net). Miss Soulsby writes of Sweetness and Strength , Happiness , 
Girls and their Money , Self-Control, Some Thoughts on the 
Education of Girls , An Ideal Woman , Our Duty to our Neighbour , 
The Slough of Despond , ^ elf -Education, Moral Thoughtfulness . 
We believe that the author is playfully named amongst her friends, “ The 
•Virtuous Woman,” after the title of one of her addresses. Certainly the 
stray thoughts in this volume should go to the making of virtuous women. 
* 1 Someone said to me the other day, ‘ What were parents about not to teach 
their children in the nursery that manners require you to smile as you 
shake hands ? ’ ” This is the sort of thing the author knows ; and the girl 
who reads this book will have the comforting assurance that she is in the 
hands of a friend who is aware of her great aspirations and her little 
awkwardnesses, and who can help her in the direction and fulfilment of 
the former as well and as wisely as in the correction of the latter. Her 
advice to girls who are seized with the sudden passion of an amitu 
amour euse is well worth pondering — I will tell you how to turn a silly 
friendship into that true love which is — 

‘ Like music to a march, 

That sheds a joy on duty.’ 

“ I. Never talk about your friendship either to others or to yourself \ and 
remember that the interior silent conversations, against v uc asca 
warns us, have more influence over us than any spoken ones. 

“II. Give a fair share of talk and time to other people ; if you find th 
you and your friend are always drifting together, take some pains 

P “ III. Above all cultivate instant obedience to the tiniest call 
model yourself on Lady Grizel Baillie, who could say after eg y y 
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.• • u„. ci, e nrparhed that she should have felt ashamed if she 

perform a, ,he moment the duty that was 

^ThVlPe ^and Death of Richard Yea and Nay, by Maurice Hewlett 
(Macmillan 6/-). Mr. Maurice Hewlett has taken, it seems to us, a new 
departure in literature. He has given us the Saga Novel. Herein lies 
promise of a new lease of life for the historical novel. I he author tells us 
that it is the man Richard he wishes to present to us, and not the events 
of a reign which hardly falls within English history at all. He gives us a 
hero, a cunning, persistent, free-stepping Ulysses, beloved of men — and 
hated ; tall and glorious in his yellow 7 hair ; meaning always, for the most 
part meaning intensely, but blundering, repenting, and being chastised, 
even it would seem out of proportion to his offences, as happens in this 
w 7 orld to earnest souls. The Crusade is no external thing to him ; his 
spiritual warfare is unceasing, and through whatever sloughs he goes, 
Jesus Christ is still his 4 4 first love.” All this is delightful and stimulating, 
and there are chapters in the book that are better than any sermon, but 
alas, and alas, the filth of the flesh that the reader must wade through ! 
and when he thinks he has got safely to the other side, he is plunged into 
more unspeakable things than before. We are not sure that Mr. Hewlett 
is well advised in this; not so wrote Homer, or Shakespeie, or Sir Thomas 
Malory, though none of the three can be said to ignore fleshly lusts. We 
hope Mr. Hewlett will see his way to giving us other Saga Novels with 
heroes as pure as Richard was on the whole, but without so realistic a 
framework of flesh to bring out the spiritual conflict. Mr. Hewlett’s stvle 
makes his work a gain to Literature. y 

In the Palace of the King: a Love Story of Old Madrid hv F 
Marion Crawford (Macmillan, 6/-). The second title of this volume is 
ent cmg as coming from Mr. Crawford. He knows the “ true inwardness ” 

Wilh old coir. Me ta sSf W hU H ha , ndS “I* made equally intimate 
that Philip of Spain who irmHp a b° ^ * ViV * d P * Cture court of 

history as the consort of Qneen Mar'y ^ut th* h 1 <y a PP earance in English 
theme story which i s “ f“ , V« a e „f iZ °h U ''° 'T” iS the 
and a night. We could wish «,«. .u , f what ha PPened in a day 
often as they do. wTfjSt the If ^ ** n0t “ rain kisses ” so 
lady novelists, and not to a na lainin . 8 ’ of klsses belonged to young 
But the tale is almosTi |11T. Tp ‘ n ' he Craft 1,k e Mr. Crawford 
of Austria, one of the few nerfec’t t ° m '? and J ullat kissed. Don John 
lady, Dolores, stands before us wih ** ° f X 017 ’ is the hero > and the 
bhakesperian heroine. something of the dignity of a 

Fairies, by M T Pr,i 0 ro 

Pole has written a pretty and helpfufbo^l an K heSter ’ net ^ Miss Tudor 

flower-fairies, all the fairies whosl h^ ab ?" wind ’ fairies, water-fairies, 

Hus beautiful world. We think 11 ^*™**/ t0 l0 ° k after the affairs of 
Mature Myths and Stories by f 7 ^ ^ 
happy thought Of Miss Cooke’s to n. V ?C C ?° ke (Curwen > 2 / 6 )- It was a 
C a dren - Phaeton and Baldur p r f * u 6 old ' world myths into stories for 
and Narcissus, Daphne and Chmnus Md Ifis ’ Arachne > Hyacinth 

’ a personages who should enrich 
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the children's world and nportlr. r- . 

and Norsemen. We congratulate mIs^CoX U ’ e a ” cient Greeks 
way she has carried it out. ° n ler ldea and on the 

Wilderness Ways, by William T r n « ,n- 
charming book. Mr. Long tells us^that the!e T t & i C °'’ 2/6)- Th ' S is a 
many years of personal observation in the S f tthes “ are the re sult of 
u sentence which gives the'^ Toi » 

At the Foot of the Rainbow, by M. H. Cornwall-Legh (Wells Gardner 
Darton, a/-). A pretty and imaginative tale for childfen with meantS 
which are not obtrusive and thoughts that will stick meanings 

The Wild A nimal Play for Children, with alternate reading for very 
young children, by E. Seton-Thompson (Nutt, a/-). Mr. Seton-Thompson 
a past master in what concerns wild beasts, shows himself here up to the 
ways of children. This sketch was written, he tells us, “ for some children 
who wanted help to play the characters in my books, — Wild Animals I 
have known , etc.” Among the persons in the play are, a girl rabbit and a 
boy rabbit, a girl partridge, a boy crow, a great grey wolf, a little girl wolf, 
a grizzly bear boy, a funny little bear cub, all with delightful furs and 
feathers and delightful parts to play. The boy rabbit, “with one of his 
ears on cap all torn,” is capital. Mr. G. D. Mason adds music for the 
verses, and the whole makes just the right play for young children. 

Tales Told in the Zoo, by F. C. &; F. H. C. Gould (F. Unwin, 6/-). 
We are not quite sure that the authors have taken the wisest course in 
mixing up animal myths of their own invention with “ well-known myths 
as published by the Folk Lore Society,” but having entered our caveat, let 
us hasten to say how very good the stories are and how well told. For 
example, the tale of How the Hoopoes got their Crowns , when King 
Solomon in the desert was shadowed by their wings because he loved 
feathered things, and how “ King Solomon rose refreshed, and with great 
thankfulness in his heart blessed the birds that had given him shadow in a 
thirsty land. 4 Ask whatever boon ye desire,’ he said, ‘and it shall be to 
you even as ye wish.’ And the Hoopoes, for these were the birds, answered 
— 4 Thou art great and wise, O King, and we be but simple folk ; grant us 
that we may bear crowns of gold and jewels like thine own, for then 
we shall always remember the day when we sheltered thee in the desert. 
So King Solomon, having in mind his promise, gave them each what they 
asked, and away they flew 7 , each Hoopoe bearing a priceless crown ot gold 
and gems on his head.” The illustrations are spirited and well drawn. 


ia gems on his head.' Ihe illustrations aie — 

Trances Alary Buss Schools: Jubilee , 1900. We are sorry that want 
ui space has made us late in noticing the very interesting magazine issue 
on the occasion of the School Jubilee in April last. It is well that a grea 
educationist like Miss Buss should be thus commemorated. A p easan 


her wonderful influence over girls. , , 

Wrong from the First , by Mrs. Hart (Cassell, 2 - Jt is ^ * ot j ier 
wrong a family w'ent, because they began with the fal acv t ia a 
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rl who took refuge in looking like an idiot 


is a person to be hated. The gn 

- (Casse11 ’ I - 6)> tells how a - wilful 


an7devTr - city ’’ child came to live with her country cousins, and drew 

^Jhductive^ometry for Transition Classes, by H. A Nesbitt, M.A 
(Swan, Sonnenschein & Co.). This little book should meet with a warn, 
reception from teachers, who are alive alike to the educational value of 
geometrical teaching and to the unsuitability of Euclid as a text-book for 
very young children. Mr. Nesbitt tells us that he wishes to help teachers “to 
teach the simpler truths of Geometry to children of from eightto twelve induc- 
tively, without the necessity of going through the elaborate formalities of 
demonstration.” He points out that a child can grasp by intuition simple 
geometrical truths, though he may be quite unable to follow the method of 
a strict and formal proof of such truth, and that his difficulties are increased 
by Euclid’s concise treatment of primary truths. Mr. Nesbitt’s plan is to 
present some of the elementary properties of lines and angles as 
axioms which the child can receive by intuition when approached in- 
ductively. For example, the geometrical truth that the angles at the base 
of an isosceles triangle are equal, is illustrated by a diagram which 
a child who would be hopelessly confused by the reasoning of the “ pons ” 
would readily understand. Each chapter ends with a useful recapitulation, 
and there are a number of exercises at the end. 

In the Deep Woods : Possum Stories, by A. B. Paine (Heineman, 3/6). 
We are not sure that we think it well for the Little Lady to listen to stories 
till “ the middle of the night,” that is to say, till nine o’clock ; but perhaps 
the Story Teller was to blame. Anyway, the stories are so entertaining that 
we cannot wonder at irregularities of that kind. 


THE “ P.R.” LETTER BAG. 

[ The hdito? is not t esponsib/e for the opinions op Correspondents .] 

Dear Editor,— Now you must be at home, and I take the liberty you 

of 7 a me ’ t0 wr ' te to >' ou ar| d give you sometimes short accounts 
of the educational work we are doing here. 

read ^ our second meeting, in my home parents’ circle. I 

ZsilrofTf, erS ’ ‘i Habit is ten " atures -” I translated it till the 
living ofthe ideas - th ' he , pe ° ple assembled was at that moment wholly 
souls that . U 1 they vvere bvin £ °f them, taking them in their 

and ask for mo "°i ^ forget them, that next time they would come 

wL ltoiZ ;, " as COn,in “ d ° f 1 «* whilst I was reading, 
the child’s free will but it v”* ^ ° f Voices about the taking away of 
that the will of the’rhilrl • ^ S °° n WaS made clear to every one present, 
childhood, of good habits ^ t” 0 / made Weaker through the laying, in early 
My great reeret ic nof ♦ 1 hope our modest work will prove successful. 

Parents’ Unta von l. W ' riBh ' "> affiliate “P “ ,he 

refused to us th« favour” ^ * “ e ' 1 ^ SUre yOU W ° uld " 0t 
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Just now I am very much occupied in writing tW 7 , i 

read at the committee of home education of the , P perI sha11 hav « to 
would so much like to make clear to my audkor/the 80 ^^ , S ° Ciety ’ 1 
work, to make them understand the really excellent ‘ y° ur 

.ion that lay in these principles, and the /id „e c “ d Z LT°, T’ 

poor paper. Since this al’mn the L"ty T ^ 

ra th /ooddea. emberS U " de[S,and E " glish "" read X”h 

One thing more that I also want to tell the member, ol ou, society is 
fringe" 8 y anniable English P “P" are ’ ><"»» to ^ to 

Excuse me for the length of my letter and receive my profound respects, 

Yours faithfully, 

Rasgoulai H. Novitchkoff, No. 5 , A . Reppman. 

Moscow, 

3 ° th October a?id 12th November . 


BlEN HONOREE Mademoiselle, — J’ai l’honneur de vous transmettre 
tries deux articles sur l’education morale — “ Les buts fondamentaux do 
l’dducation morale ” et “ Quelques buts de Education morale”*— en 
•esperant que, peut-etre, ils seront d’une valeur quelconque pour vous, 
Mademoiselle, comme la fondatrice de la Societe nationale de l’education 
paternelle en Angleterre, ou pour votre estimable Society. Pour ma part, 
en prenant un interet profond aux questions de l’education morale et en y 
consacrant tous mes loisirs, je serais bien heureux de recevoir de votre 
part vos ouvrages sur l’education morale ou ceux des membres de votre 
societe, si vous trouverez possible me les faire parvenir. Chaque envoi en 
■question sera re£u avec une profonde reconnaissance. Veuillez bien adresser 
la reponse: Moscow, Hotel de Ville, Bureau de Statistique Municipale, a 
Monsieur Constantin Wentzel. 

Agrdez, Mademoiselle, ma consideration la plus distinguee, 

Votre tres humble serviteur, 

Moscow, Constantin Wentzel. 

Le Octobre y 1900. 


Dear Editor— In reference to “ O. Bertrand’s” letter in Dec. 1900 
I think she W'ould find the colloquial French names of flowers in eit ler 
the following books -.-Atlas d' Histoire Naturelle-Vdgetaux,, by Monti 
Wilkomm and J. Greenland, published by J. F. Schreiber, ' 

I think it costs i8fr, and can be had either in French °r German. Probab y 
Hachett, King William Street, W.C., could get it. Or At/a • 

des Plantes des Champs , des Prairies et des 01s, eEl ^’ . 

price 6fr. S oc. each, published by Paul Klincks.eck, 3, Rue Corneille, Pan 

Yours faithfully, 

Margaret F. Ferraboschi. 

74, Newlands Park, Syde nham, S.K. 

* These pamphlets are printed in Russian.— En. 


